( 8 
gol. Ari, 
Profeſſor of Philoſophy, 2 and Perpetual Secretary 1 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences and Belles = 
Lettres of Berlin, Member of the Imperial Aca- | yl 
demy of Peter/bourg, and the Academia Curio — | ni 
forum; and of the Societzes of Bologna, Gottingen, 1 
c. Helmſtadt, and 2 14 
I cannot but hot Truth more ancient than * every bi 
thing to be,firmeſt upon its own Bottom; aud all No- 1385 
velties in the Church to be beſt confuted by ſhewing 1 
hov7 far they cauſe it to deviate from the firſt Original, . ms 
a | — TwxspEx. i1 T | 
— ZU—g—4⁊!.— —̃ (—V— Wo 
IPs Sentence af an Author ſhould be true ; 4 everx = 4: 
"wrath a Sentence of Importance worth * 1 
LONDON: 1 1 [ 
Printed for W. Nicol L. in St. Paul's b 2 i I 
| and W. RicuaRDs0N and L. URQUHART 11 
at the Royal Exchange. (Pr. 15. 6G, 14 | 
M DCC LEVI. R ig | | | 


* : by 4 
$8 2 N . 


» . » * 95 * 
4 » pe We 5 : i. 4 > : * 8 4 1 * 8 7 7 * "4 7 
£ i ; | OF $4.8 ; I . 6; * 4 172 5 
. 4 5 0 
i 5 „ 5 1 ul * x TI 5 * 1 3 
. | wo i | 4 3 r 
4% : 2 * ky 4 2 i & $486 + ab 4 
% q . « 6 U 5s E e F * 
E S , | 
, Y | B14 * N 1 | l p 4 —_ 7 * 7 MN * J : 1 f a » EX 
6 : Þ. $:.& 4 * * 4 c N. 85 * + * v % y 4 ” 4Y . 
- 4 * 
3 © N * * 
* >; * of 
4 
"7 , * L 4 v , * 2 4 5 \ 


. Fi. ; 


R. Formey having acknowledged his 

obligations for the materials from 
Which he has compiled his Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory to be due to the learned John Alphonſe 
Turretin, and Paul Erneſt Jallonſti, the 
firſt of whom publiſhed an Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory i in Latin 1734, and the latter another 
in the ſame language at Frankfort upon the. 
Oder in 1754 and 1756, both of them works 
of great reputation abroad, I hold it proper 
ta inform my readers that I have not been, 
curious to trace out the original drawer or 
drawers of the accounts mentioned in the 
following letter; and where I ſuppoſe Dr. 


Formey to have borrowed from Dr. Moſheim, 


it is from a reference I find i in the notes to, 
the tranſlation of the former to the works 
of the latter, and from, remembering to have 
read in Maſbeim a ſimilar account. If I am 
at all miſtaken therein, I conceive it to be 
of no conſequence; my view in writing 

being to correct the relation as I found it in 


A 3 Dr. 
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Advertiſement to the Reader. 


Dr. Formey's work, and not to trace out the 
ſeveral ſtreams through. which it might have 
run, till I came to the fountain-head. The 
quotations from Dr. Formey are diſtinguiſhed 
by double inverted commas, and thoſe from 
ther authorities by ſingle ones? 
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EsTxemeD Parend, "I 


HAVE lately been peruſing a tranſla- 
tion of the writings of Dr. Formey, 


conſulting the works of the learned and 
ingenious in matters we are wont to make 
the ſubjects of our enquiry ; yet although 
this has been the caſe in the general, re- 
ſpecting the productions chou haſt" been 
pleaſed to favour the world with, at leaſt 


uch parts thereof as have come under my 


8 there are however particular excep- 
tions to the juſtice, and conſequently pro- 
priety of many things contained therein; 
and as thou (as becomes a true philoſopher) 
profeſſeſt a great regard for truth, as the 
object of thy unwearied reſearches,” accord- 
ing to its 9 of being :hat which 
* «18 


with that pleaſure' which ariſes from 
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. to fe to me pode of faith, 


„ 


be 18,“ T ſhall make no apology for troubling 


thee with a few animadverſions upon thy 


miſrepreſentations of a ſociety of people in 


the Britiſh dominions called 3 a8 
given in thy Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 4 
As brevity will be neceſſary to the cireum- 
ſcription of my bounds within the compaſs 
of a letter, my intention is to confine my 
remarks principally, to what thou haſt ad- 


vanced concerning the formation, tenets, and 


ate of this people; in doing of which, be 


aſſured I ſhall endeavour to diveſt myſelf of 


all partiality, and ſhall preſerve the reſpect 
which is due to that reputation thou haſt 


eſtabliſhed, and the high poſt thou filleſt in 


literary world: neyer, however, ſtooping 


| 1 low, as to facrifice conviction to complai- | 
| Hance, or what, may poſlibly be thoughe dos 


to popular opinions. 

For my own part, 1 conſider all men a8 
. in this world, equally intitled 
to the ſame privileges. in it as mylelf and 


according to thoſe rays of reaſon I acm blefleg 
with, I conceive I am intitled to think con- 
cerning a future ſtate for my/e/f; that no man, 


or ſet of men whatſoever, have a right ar- 


of 


3 Þ 


or ſyſterhs of f religion for my conduct in this 
world, iti- order to the attainment of that 
bliſs we naturally wiſh for the enjoyment! of 
in the next; that matters of conſcience are 
intirely free, provided they do not tend to 
the diſadvantage of that peace and good 
order which is the bond of civil ſociety; 
that nothing can be to me eſſential as arti- 
cles of faith, which is repugnant to reaſon 
and the common ſenſe of mankind. For 
with reſpect to thoſe voluminous diſſertations 
on the myſteries of faith, which fill up ſo 
great a part of the Vatican at Rome; and did 
alſo the library of the Jeſiuts coilege at St. 
Omer's before heir diſperſion, and ſtiſl occupy 
no ſmall ſpace in the univerſities of Oxford and 
Cambridge, as well as many other celebrated 
Proteſtant univerfities and academies in Eu- 
rope, deſigned for the inculcating of prin- 
ciples into a claſs of mankind intended as 
the lights and inſtructors of the Chriſtian 
world, it is to be feared that theſe very di- 

fertations, the product of human genius, | 
have been one principal means of leading 
into thoſe perplexities and diſorders which 

have ſo much ſtained the reputation of Chri- 
ſtianity, and divided her votaries: fot what 
B 2 can 


_ 


141 
ein a man, diveſted of prejudice, conceive 
of a religion which he is told conſiſts in 
implicit faith, but that her promulgators muſt 
have had felf-intereſted views, and that its 
principles are ſo inconſiſtent with the nature 
of things, as evident to ur ſenſes, that they 
will not bear an examination by the lights 
which reaſon and revelation afford us? 
Il I can aſſure thee J am for a free and can- 
did enquiry into all things that are of mo- 
ment to us, either with reſpect to our ſitua- 
tion here or hereafter ; believing that truth 
will ſuffer nothing by an impartial enquiry 
into it: and to me it appears one of the 
greateſt of abſurdities to recommend as ar- 


- ticles of neceſlary belief, myſteries incom- 


patible with right reaſon, and diametrically 
oppolite to the nature of things, I know 
tit may by ſome be objected, that the exiſtence 
of that very Being, who is the object of all 
true religion, is unto our ſenſes a myſtery ; 
as no man can fully and clearly define to 
our underſtandings the nature and properties 
of the Godhead. . And this I grant; but it 
15 clear to the ſenſes that we do ex, be 


we think: it 18 alſo clear that we muſt owe or our 3 


origin to ſome Firſt Freon Cauſe which we 
call 


call God ; the —— EN ſuch « Being 
i demonſtrated to our ſenſes throughout the 
economy of all nature; and ſuch, of his 
attributes as are eſſential for us to underſtand, 
in order to our partaking of that happineſs 
he in his purpoſe of creating us deſigned for 
us, have from time to time been laid down 
by a revelation of his will to mankind in a 
manner clear and demonſtrative to their 
underſtandings. This is evident by Moſes's 
| hiſtory, and the extraordinary miracles 
wrought by him as a confirmation of his 
miſſion to the people, of the truth of which 
there were many thouſand witneſles ; and 
that they. were of a nature altogether above 
the abilities of men to have accompliſhed, 
without ſupernatural affiſtance, eyery one 
who believes that they ever were wrought 
muſt be convinced ; and that they were, is 
as unqueſtionable ; for no man can rationally 
ſuppoſe Moſess hiſtory to have been a fiction; 
becauſe, if that had been the caſe, whenever 
it was firſt attempted to have been impoſed 
upon the world, ſo extraordinary a relation, 
unſupported by the evidence of facts, of 
which all the tribes of 1/rae/ were aflerted 
to haye been witneſſes, could neyer hays 

made 
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made its way in the days of the greateſt 
eredulity, without meeting with a powerful 


| oppoſition: But, on the contrary, we find 
| that how much ſoever the Jews have been 


divided in other matters, they have been all 
along unanimouſly agreed in the belief of 
this hiſtory ; neither do we find from any 
other quarter ſubſtantial arguments for 
doubtibg of its authority or credibility ; which 
could not be the caſe, if it were not true: 
The effentials commanded in the Moſaic 
law were very perſpicuous; and whenever 


any thing was required of the people that 


the lights they were furniſhed with did 


not enable them clearly to comprehend, we 
find, by the Scripture-Hiſtory, it was always 
evinced to their underſtandings by an ex- 
traordinary revelation or means that left 
them without the excuſe of pleading igno- 
rance. This hath uniformly been the caſe 
down to the Chriſtian æra, as I think is 
clearly demonſtrable to every reaſonable = 
man's ſenſes. 

From the beginning of the Chriſtian ra, 


which, from the predictions of the preceding 
hiſtory, was the time of the fulfilling of the 


9 law, another law or diſpenſation, 
of 


af a more excellent nature, and better 
adapted to both the civil and religious go- 
vernment of mankind (tho both were af 
divine authority) was inſtituted in its ſtead; 
the miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, the founder, 
was moſt clearly demonſtrated to the ſenſes 


of mankind by the miracles he wrought, and | 


the powers he gaye to his immediate follow- 
ers for performing acts altogether above the 
abilities of human nature to have effected, 
and which ſhewed the agency of ſome ſuper- 
natural eternal cauſe that wrought them. 
Their diſintereſted labours ſerved. alſo fur- 


ther to evince that they had no views of 


deceiving, as well as the powers that accom- 


panied them ſhewed that they, were net 


deceived themſelves, And for a confirma- 
tion of the truth of the real exiſtence of 
ſuch perſons, as well as of the authenticity 


of the Goſpel-Law delivered by Jeſus, as 


Paul, Peter, and James, &c. we have the 


moſt numerous and well atteſted external 


evidences, for the conviction. of our reaſon, 


that can poſſibly be brought in proof of any 


one fact whatſoever that was tranſacted in 
ſo remote a time, nay, much ſtronger, as is 
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ſhewn at large by the collections of the very 
ing and ingenious Dr. Lardner of this 

That theſe teſtimonies of the apoſtles 

Heb | eſtabliſhed by authority in the early 
ages of the church, and haye been confidered 
as undeniable facts throughout every ſucceed- 
ing age to the preſent, is a truth inconteſtable: 
chat all the effentials reſpecting mens duty 
in both a religious and civil capacity, are 
there laid down with that perſpicuity of 
diction which became the importance of the 
ſubject, and the condeſcending goodneſs of 
their Divine Author to the capacities of the 
people in a general way, for whoſe uſe they 
wee intended, s to my nüneikeeen clear 
ttaty, Would be to put the Goſpel, which 
Vas intended as the greateſt act of conde- 
ſcenſion and favour to mankind univerſally, 
upon a worſe footing than any preceding 
diſpenſation; which, as it is a contradiction 
in itſelf, cannot be true. Therefore the 
New Teſtament is to be regarded as a ſtan - 
dard of faith and manners in matters reli- 
gious and civil, its docttines to be conſidered 
as free from thoſe ambiguities it hath been 


„ I 
by sy athors charged with, and itſelf 
N to be n with right reaſon. 
This granted; I think I can prove that the 
Quakers principles are all of divine authority, 
as being deduced from the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament ; and that 
all the other authorities cited by their writers, 
whether called myſtic, enthuſiaſtic, fanatic, 
mad, or heatheniſh, are only advanced as 
ſecondary proofs of the reaſonableneſs of the 
truths advanced by them as founded upon 
this revelation z and that ſuch ſecondary cor= 
roborating authorities, how much ſoever 
they may have been deſpiſed by the learned 
Chancellor Moſbeim or Dr. Formey, have been, 
and {till are, deſervedly held in the higheſt 
_ eſtimation, as the productions of men of the 
greateſt learning, and, juſtly ſpeaking, of the 
moſt unexceptionable characters, that either 
antiquity or the modern ages afford. 

But to proceed to the examinations of thy 
remarks upon this people, which I intended 
to have entered upon immediately when I 
fat down to the work, without making m_ 

long digreſſion, I ſhall begin, 
Firſt, Under the heads of the 13th 4. 
| RR « That about the middle 
C | 4 or 


3 
. * TE 8 
SAN NG — — 5 N 
p » 2 


2 . ˙»—r]ͤͤ —ʒ?1— nn — 
5 — 7 


. = — > gy het * a - — 
——— * IE SC CISEEDS * 


—— nakey bo — 
3 * gy 


» — 
—— — — —— 
— > : =_ 


IN) "2s * 
; --M 
8. 
e „ 
4 
— 4 q 
1 
4 
11 
I _ * 
? 5 
F 9 
. 
1 ; j 
c 2 
* . 5 oe 
= N 
9 
* q 
g j l 
p 4 
N (4 
: n 
{ ef 
4.8 9 
_ 
* 1 4 
-£.0 
, g 
. "= j 
ot 1 
3 4 
C 1 
F 
£ 
C 1 
4 * 
+ \ l 
om x a * 
. T5 \ 
1 
mw 
* 
11 „ 
1 4 \ 
„5 1 3 
* „ =. = 
J 
4 n 
A 7 i [1 
: 1 
J 1 
ö 
» ns 
8 =. | 
b 
3 o = 
4 i 
=_— = 
9 1 
| = 
* "Fl 1 
9 
. 
4 11 
- v 4 1 l 
wm b 
& 4 LA 
1 
4 
8 Ls 
"4 ' 
» . N 
# * 60 
6 A 7 t 
b 99 
* z * 
I . 4 
= 1 
FF. F [| 10 
3 1 
Ar R 
- 
,L | \ b. 
18 1 t if N 
I WB 
® 1 
1 
9 * 
. l i 4 + 
x1 N 
4 1 1 Li 
: ? x * 
. « © i 
= | 
14 * 
C 1 
. [ 8 
" # 
: 
. 1 
«© 8 ? 
+ n 
f 
4 j 
Ks ? 
" if 
* 80 
2 4 
o 
% 4 
- : 
1 
5 - | 
5 4 
NH 
4 g 
: 5 
f 
+ 
1 
l : 
. : 
1 i 
XxX =” 
x8 MF 
— q 4 [ 
72 F 
* 
4 5 
- | 
I 
- 1 
A 
4 
4 4 
4 


—— — — er —_ 9 
=" 5 r N * Ta 
7 —— — 1 
— 8 * 
>, —_—— 


3 — 
2 


ig 2 
2 


4 — » . * 8 5 _ 
þ -- — — 
"Bt 4 — — _ 7 — 6 ; 
——— — Ws Ins 
N N r 
—— e * 


„ 


te of the 16th century there ſprung up in 


tt England a new ſet of Fanatics known by 
et the name of Suaters. George Fox, a ſhoe- 
ec maker, gave riſe to this ſect. He was a 
« man of a very turbulent ſpirit, and be- 
<« lieved that he was always filled with the 
« divinity : he propoſed his doctrine on the 


e inward light of God in man, by the guid- 


© ance of which they were to be entirely 


& ruled.” 


As to the opprobrious epithet of Fanatics, 


it is a term of ſo much ſound and little true 


ſenſe as oftentimes applied, that in this par- 
ticular caſe I muſt take the freedom of en- 
quiring into the juſtice of its application. If 


indeed the turbulency of that ſpirit, ſo con- 
fidently aſſerted to predominate in George 


Fox and his friends, can be proved, that will 


undoubtedly decide its propriety : but from 


whatever information I have been able to 


-procure that is worthy of credit, his temper 
was ſo far the reverſe of being turbulent, 


that, if the teſtimonies of his friends, cotem- 


porary with him, who had at leaſt as good 


opportunities of being well acquainted with 
his diſpoſition, as any more modern writers 
whatever that have made free in characte- 
rizing 


ta | Ly 


izing of him ; 3 fay, if theſe are to be cre. 


dited, he was a man of ſo meek, contented, 
© modeſt, eaſy, ſteady, and tender a diſpo- 
„ fſltion, chat it was a pleaſure to be in his 


company. He exerciſed no authority but 


5 over evil, and that every-where and in all, 
* but with love, compaſſion, and 7 If 
fering.“ This is the character that William 


Penn gives of him, and that not from the 
 Feport of others, but from a long perſonal . 
- acquaintance with him: to which I ſhall 


ſubjoin what Thomas Eltweed has al ſo aſſerted 
concerning him, as he* himſelf aſſures us, 
from good experience, That he was bold 
© in aſſerting what he believed to be the 
«truth ; patient in ſufferin 8 for it; un- 
* wearied in labouring i in it ; ſteady in his 


g teſtimony to it. Deep in divine know : 


edge; plain and powerful 3 in preaching; 
fetvent in prayer; quick in diſcerning ; 

«© ſound in judgment; ; able and ready in 
giving, ' diſcreet in keeping, counſel. A 
lover of righteouſneſs ; an encourager of 
urtue, Juſtice; temperance, meekneſs, pu- 
© rity, chaſtity, modeſty, humility, charity, 
and ſelf-denial in all, both by word and 
© example. Manly in perſonage; grave 


mn geſtures] ; "courteous in converſation z 
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F weighty in communication; inſtructive 
; in diſcourſe ; free from affectation in 

© ſpeech or carriage. A ſeyere reprover of 
7 hardened ſinners; 1 2 mild and gentle ad- 
1 moniſher of ſuch as were tender and ſen- 


© fible of their failings ; full of brotherly 
© Jove and fatherly care. 

All 1 hall fay myſelf to theſe teſtimonies 
is,. that I believe William Penn and Thomas 
Elluood, the authors of them, to have been 
men of at leaſt as great veracity as any au- 

orities that can be cited to aſperſe George 

ox's perſonal character; ; notwithſtanding 
the injuſtice done Penn by Biſhop Burnett, 
as inſerted into Dr. Moſheim's Ecclefiaſtical 
| Hiſtory, from which work I perceive thou 
haft principally taken thy account. Be aſ- 
ſured, however, I would by no means wiſh 
by this remark to retaliate aſperſion upon 
the character of Dr. Burnett: for tho' as an 
author he hath related many things that 1 
cannot. believe, yet I believe him to have 
been a learned, honeſt, well-meaning man; 
and if it was poſſible to be done, for the 
reputation of fo great a character, I could 
almoſt with tears of compaſſion wipe out 
thoſe. blemiſhes which his blind prejudicey ' 


led bim np — in his works. . 
| George 


1 x3 x 
George Fox having been a ſhoemaker, 1 
preſume cannot be mentioned as a leſſening 
to his abilities, or as a reflection upon — 
goodneſs of his heart. I am ſure Dr, Formey 
is too well acquainted with the hiſtory of 
this world to think or intend either; and as 
to his believing himſelf always filled with 
the Diyinity, &c. it is true, after he became 
ſettled in his principles he every-where in 
his writings aſſerts the neceſſity of the in- 
| dwelling of the Spirit of Chriſt in man, as 
the one thing eſſential to eternal happineſs ; 
and believes himſelf to have been actuated 
by the operations of the Divinity upon his 
ſoul in moſt of his undertakings ; if it can- 
not be proved that his life was a contradiction 
to the nature of this Divinity, as teſtified of 
in the Sacred Records, what is there incons 


ſiſtent with Scripture or right reaſon 1 in this 
2 | Had 


But to proceed with thy en: % He 


e i. e. George Fox] propoſed his doctrine 
« on the inward Light of God in man, by 
e the guidance of which they were to be 
« entirely ruled.” 


True; eſpecially ſo in matters of a reſi» 
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In the troubleſome times of Charles 
the Firſt his party ſo much increaſed,” that 


be they would not be kept in any bounds; 
es but dared ta interrupt the public worſhip, 
and furiouſly attack Maße who yervened 


10 A. 

31 would here obſerve, that gde and 
Sfmulatiba were very much the charac- 
teriſtics of thoſe times ; and allowances muſt 
be made for the general diſtemper of party 
heats through religious zeal (ſo called) that 
then prevailed in theſe kingdoms: indeed 


cool reaſon ſeemed to have forſaken the 


realm; and if ſome Quakers at that time did 
partake of a diſorder that infected this then 
unhappy iſle, it is not to be wondered at; but 
this I think is indiſputable, that their zeal 
(if it was carried too far) was honeſtly in- 
tended to promote the beſt ends, and quite 


devoid of lucrative or honorary views with 


reſpect to themſelves. Under à conviction 
of duty, many of them did go to the places 


of aſſembly for worſhip; and when the mi- 


niſters that were celebrating it had done; 
they took the opportunity ſo large aſſem- 
blages of people afforded to declare what 


ey found their minds impreſſed with; 2 
77 the 
|; 4 : 


: : 


the diſcharging of which they ſay they 1 


perienced that in ward peace and ſerenity of 


mind, which abundantly recompenced them 


for the dangers to which their perſons ere 
expoſed, and the loſſes they ſo frequently 
ſuſtained by the moſt ſevere and oftentimes 
unwarrantable proſecutions. - 

In the diſcharging this (at leaſt appre- 
hended) duty, they moſt commonly had to 
expoſe to their audience the weak and un- 


favourable ſide of hypocriſy and prieſt-craft, 


and recommend them to the High Prieſt of 
the ſanctuary, in whom there never was nor 
is any guile ; even to the influence of that 


Pure Spirit“ which Chriſt promiſed ſhould, by 


its operation upon the ſpirits of the true be- 
lievers (without reſpect to condition of cir- 
cumſtances as to the riches of this world, 
or as to matters of their former belief) lead 


them into all truth; f. e. ſuch truths as 


were or are eſſential to their eternal happi- 
neſs. 


I believe I may bite halter the whole. 


tribunal of prieſts and authors, that approve 
the charge cited, to prove any more violent 


attacks made upon the celebraters of the 


public worſhip by any perſon in unity with 
Nach 2 7 * 
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the < Quakers, than theſe I have juſt related, 
How far thoſe were juſtifiable; I leave intirely 
to the good ſenſe of my readers to yup for 
themſelves. 
| && The order that Gu re-eflabliſhed 

© in the Rate, and which he maintained 
« with the utmoſt ſeverity, repreſſed the im= 

t petuoſity of theſe mad- men, who under 
tc pretence of obeying the Spirit, diſregarded 
& all laws both divine and human. He 
« found it neceſſary to lay aſide all lenity, 
* and inflict the | heavieſt puniſhments, 
te which theſe fanatics endured with great 
et fortitude ; numbers of them periſhed in 
&« priſon, through their obſtinacy and extra- 
tc vagances.“ | 

I truſt Dr. Formey will pardon me in ſay- 
ing, Bold aſfertions, unſupported by facts, 
prove nothing more than the preſumption . 
of their author; of which this groundleſs 
charge is a true ſpecimen from its original 
drawer. And, as every writer is ſuppoſed 
to approve the copy he follows in rela- 
tion to any matter of fact, I muſt ſay, that 
Dr. Formey has here, in the ſtrength of his 
painting, related a fiction that greatly diſ- 
graces the ſpace it fills in his work: It in 


K % 


ſhoit Gelerves i anſwer; but as dee a 


denial of what it afferts. For no people 


have paid a more religious obedience or ſub- 


miſſion to the laws of the land, than what _ 


the Quakers have done ever ſince their firſt 
formation into a diſtinct ſociety of people; 


where thoſe - Jaws were not, according to 


their beſt underſtanding, contrary to dhe 
laws of Divine wiſdom as recorded in the 
Scriptures; and to that in their own con- 


ſciences. Where this was the caſe, they 
preferred that peace of mind which aroſe 


from adhering to tlie latter, before all other 
advantages that they might have reaped in 


this life by joining with the former, and 


that even to death itſelf; which, it is true, 


many of them ſuffered, with ſuch refigfation 


and fortitude, as ſnewed at leaſt the fincerity 


of their ſcruples, and a firm belief of a fu- 


ture reward; their laſt utterances {peaking 
Rem and true conſolation at their exit. 


That there were many gteat extravagances 


committed in England in this diſtracted pe- 


riod, is beyond all doubt, and theſe under tho 


pretenfion of religious concerns; but till it 
can be ſhewn, by well authenticated in- 
hag that the 9 were juſtly charge- 
: D - | able 
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able with them, either by their being im- 


" mediately concerned therein, or counte- 


nancing of them, they will, I truſt, be held 


innocent of the charge by every honeſt and , 


reaſonable man: for it is juſt maxim eſta- 


bliſhed in law here, to ſuppoſe every man 


innocent of a crime till he can be proved 

guilty. | 
One inſtance of extravagance, however, 

the neareſt related to them of any that I 


know of, and which, through the prejudice 


or ignorance of writers in a pretty general 


| way, they ſtand charged with, eſpecially by 


foreign authors (tho' very few of our own 


can be excepted) is the caſe of James Nay- 


ter, who joined himſelf in communion with 


the Quakers, and for a time was approved 
of by them; but according to his own con- 


feſſion (after his return to his ſenſes) not 


*-minding in all things to ſtand ſingle and 


© low to the motions of that endleſs life (by 


© which he witneſſed himſelf to be influenced 


in former times) by it to be led in all 


things within and without; but giving 
way to the reaſoning part as to ſome things 


© which in themſelves had no ſeeming evil, 


© by little and little it drew out his mind 


c * after 


1 
© after trifles, vanities, and perſons, which 
© took the affectionate part; by which his 
mind was drawn out from that conſtant 
watch and pure fear into which he was 
© once begotten. Thus having loſt his guide, 
* darkneſs came upon him, and the adver- 
© fary of his happineſs prevailed ; ſo that he 
© loſt the condition to which he had before 
* attained ;* and by the workings of a ſelf- 
conceited imagination, he went ſuch lengths, 
that indeed his extravagancies bordered upon 
madneſs, and he was puniſhed with great 
ſeverity as a blaſphemer : but the Quakers 
were ſo far from approving of this ſpecies of 
deluſion or madneſs, that they diſowned 
him and all his diſorderly acts. Neverthe- 
leſs, when he had ſeen his folly, and came 
to give evidence of a ſincere repentance, by a 
deep humiliation of mind, they received him 
again into their communion ; which I think 
not only evinced a ſpirit of humanity that 
was amiable, but alſo a truly Chriſtian diſ- 
poſition that was commendable. 
Upon examining of Geo. 'Fox's Journal 
reſpecting Nayler's caſe, in the third edition, 
printed in 1765, I find the following note, 
James Nayler was a monument of human 
D 2 © frailty, 
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f frailty. His gift in the miniſtry was emi- 
s nent; his experience of Divine things truly 
but was reſtored through deep ſufferings 

Land unfeigned repentance. His on wri- 

e tings are the moſt clear and lively deſcrip- 
£ tion of the various diſpenſations he under- 
went: ſome of them deſerve to be tranſ- 

b © mitted to the lateſt poſterity, .* -— 
The frailties of human nature are ſuch, that 
r the wiſeſt and beſt of men are liable 
to fall from that profitable knowledge where- 
unto they may have attained ; eſpecially if 
5 pride and een daun enn 8 


* able, that ſuch W e as 
women (and we don't find any of thoſe here , 
altuded to at all diſtinguiſhed for their capa- 
cities with reſpect to wiſdom) ſhould have 
A dminiſtered occaſions for the fall of Adam, 
Tat, Sampſon, David, Solomon, and Peter. 
A weak creature may ſometimes. prove a 
_ © ſtrong tempter, (1 think was the-remark 
of a divine of the laſt century) too ſtrong 
25 for man's wiſdom, as example ſhews. The 
voice of a maid was the inſtrumental: means 
” 9 Peter to en his Maſter; 
1 i bY 
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and if I may be allowed to mention Nayler 
aſter ſuch eminent characters, the extra- 
vagant encomiums of” ſome religious mad 
women raiſed that preſumptuous confidence 
in him, which produced his fall: however, 
5 I do not by any means intend this obſer-— 
VvVaoation as a reflection upon the der; being 
fully perſuaded that there are in this age, as 
well as that there have been in preceding 
ages, women endowed with capacities ſo 
cultivated and adorned, as to reflect equal, 
if not ſuperior credit on the human ſpecies 
than what the men can boaſt bv But to 
reſume Dr. Formey's narration n 
The fury of e 
* by degrees; and under the reign of Charles 
the Second there was no ſubject uf com- 
& plaint againſt them. It then became eaſy. 
e for them to give ſome appeatance of a 
e fyſtem to their divinity,” a form to their 
* church diſcipline, and ſome rules for their 
te eοnðeduct. This was done with ſucceſs | 
to famous men amongſt them, Robert 
Barclay and Milliam Penn. Ring Charles, 
c however, was not well diſpoſed towanddss 
| —— and they experienced very ſevere | 
e og a, 1 
„„ a * but 
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but the mildneſs, the 1 and the 
&* moderation which they expreſſed on their 
“ trials,  conciliated the minds of men in 
e their favour, and engaged the monarch 
* to, alter his ſentiments a e. to 
eee | 
A ſenſible eee account, excepting g 
a miſapplication of the term Fury. The 
principal change appears to me to be owing 
to the people's having become better ac- 
quuainted with the Quakers and their prin- 
ciples, and having opportunities of ſeeing 
through the falſe accuſations that intereſt, 
- prejudice, and 1gnorance, had raiſed againſt 
them; as alſo to their being become a pretty 
regular body as to their eſtabliſhed meetings 
within themſelves, which the great increaſe 
of their numbers had about this time enabled 
them to effect. But the principles they pro- 
feſſed were the ſame. that George Fox firſt 
_ preached up, and remain fo to this day; they 
ſtill holding George Fox's memory in the 
© higheſt eſtimation, as an inſtrument made 
uſe of by Infinite Wiſdom. ar the work on 
Was engaged in. Tn 
„ Thoſe who carefully aun ths: true 
a of the _— will ſoon per- 


195 x CL he ceive 


b. . 


« ceive gs much they are beholden to we 5 
myſtics of the earlieſt times. Barclay and 
Penn took great pains to give the materials 
« collected from theſe ſources a more ſpe- 
* cious +: eee N OT 
e effected: >; .: . 
Maſbeim, I think, mentions Onan: in 
che ſecond century as the firſt and prin- 
cipal of . theſe. myſtics; who, it is true, is 


Quaker. writers, Barclay and Penn in parti» 
cular; and every one who is read in eccle- 
ſiaſtical authors of any eminence, will find 
him in the number of thoſe they make uſe 
of for ſentiment, learning, and piety : for 
tho many object to part of his doctrines, in 
which liſt every Quaker that hath read him 
may be included; yet ſuch is his-acknow- 
leged worth, that I think he is quoted by 


ted by ſome of the principal of the 


nearly all the great writers upon matters f 


religious controverſy on all ſides of the que- 
ſtion. It cannot then ſurely be an objection 
to the Quakers principles that ſome of their 
writers have alſo made uſe of his works, to 

ſhew that parts of them agree with Scripture, 
right reaſon, and their own doctrines; for, 
as I have before obſerved, that is the only uſe 


%. 


1 


— author they Mate ben 
from; and of the reſpectable liſt of myſtics, 
enthuſiaſts, fanatics, c. uix. * Chriftophilus 
- _—_ eren ana Poniatoſei, Nicholas 


1 Fo an Leos, Lewrs Giftheil, Abrahams- de 
 Franchenberg, Jobn Theodore Tſcheſch, = 
Angel 'Wariderhagen, Chriftian Hoburg, Paul 


| Fulgenbuuer, and Qyirinus Kulbmajn,” there 2 
| WHT ſo much as one of them quoted, as I 


ever remember to have met with, by any 


of ee tho it is poſſible there may, 
and they may have eſcaped my notice: but 


® rather believe their names are unknown to 


nearly all the members of that ſoci ety, Facob 
8 only excepted ; concerning whom 
that celebrated metaphyſician Dr. Henry 
Moore fays, that he was one of the chief of 
the Teuronic philoſophers, from whom the 
Quakers borrowed their principles. How- 
ever; after this he became better acquainted 


with both the men and their manners; and 


Wundk that, like many others, he had through 
r and prejudice miſrepreſented them, 


writings. - There can be ho-doubt with me 


> : 


Parace Js, Jace Bæbmen, Balthoſar Walther; f 


as appears by the latter part of his own 
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but that moſt of the principal of the Quaker 


writers were acquainted with Jacob Bahmer's 


writings ;' yet I will venture to aſſert, that 


it is a taſk beyond the abilities of any of the 


literati to ſhew that they approved of the 


muyſtic and extravagant parts thereof: on 


the contrary, he appears to me to have been 


an author of little or no reputation with 


them; and among the commonalty in this 


kingdom, of whatever ſect or denomination, 


his name was not known. till within theſe 


few years paſt that William Law, a learned 


and pious man, employed his abilities in 
recommending his doctrines to the public; 
and they have received no ſmall ſtrength 
ſince by the refinements and ſupport of a 


ſtill more ingenious advocate, ohn Payne, 


of this city. Whatever Jacob Bæbmen and 
his followers extravagancies may have been 
with reſpect to their myſtic notions (which 


I by no means approve) yet charity obliges 
me to believe that their ſincere piety and 


virtues, in the day of their final change, 
recommended them as proper objects of 
divine mercy and favour. But with reſpect 
to the Quakers, the immediate objects of 


cheir concern, next to that of their duty to 
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the 8 in a general way are trade 


and commerce, whereby they may provide 


the neceſſaries of this life for their own and 
families comfortable ſubfiſtence ; and the 
more worthy part of the ſociety appropriate 
a large portion of the time they have to 
ſpare from the abſolutely neceſſary buſineſs 
of this life, to the preſervation of good order 
in the body, and their ſubſtance to its ere. 
ditable ſupport. For tho they have not, nor 


ever had, any prieſts to pay, yet they have 


great expences of poor, keeping up their 
meeting- houſes, Sc. ſo that they have not 
much time to ſtudy literature, or cultivate 
the ſciences in theory. To this may be 
covring the uncorrected aſperſions that have 


ſo frequently been publiſhed concerning 


them, particularly in large works, and in 
foreign productions; for of all the foreign 
authors 2 I recolle& to have mentioned 

them latterly, the ingenious Chevalier Den- 

1, de Coetlagon, in his Univerſal Hiſtory of 
Arts and Sciences, addreſſed to the Marſhal 
de Belleiſle, Duke of Gifors, is the moſt im- 


2 8 candid, and unexceptionable; tho 
he might have been much better informed 
from his accompliſhed friend ab Martin 
| | | | „„ 
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of this city. if he would have wa the 


trouble of making proper enquiry. 
The firſt and principal tenet of their 
te Divinity, and that from which all others 5 
« are derived is, that men poſſeſs an innate 
« ray of Divine Light and Wiſdom, inde- 


« pendent of any faculties of the ſoul. This 
«© Light brings them to God and eternal 


ee ſalvation, provided that the ſoul, con- 
* quering all carnal affections, and getting 


« the better of the tyrannical empire. of the 
« ſenſes, give herſelf up to the guidance of 
« the Divinity that dwells within her, and 
et readily receives thoſe inſtructions which 


e this inward voice offers to her.“ Again: 
© While they thus extol this heavenly light, 


they as much depreciate the authority 
e and uſe of Sacred Scripture, which they 
ec call a dead letter, of no other uſe to 
© man, than as it incites him to ſeck and 
« reverence this . WERE dwells within 
ce him.” 

Of theſe diſtinguiſhing charaQteriftics as 
their belief, I ſhall take the liberty of being 
pretty copious in the explanation. Firſt, 
from illiam Penn, whoſe ſentiments 
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therein agree with the reſt of his friends, 5 
in his paternal advice to his children, 
Written for their inſtruction, 77 find, at the 
cloſe of the firſt chapter, upon the begin- 
ning of all true wiſdom and happineſs, the 
BAY fear of God, he ſays, Having thus ex- 
N myſelf to you, my dear children, 
as to the things of God, his truth and king- 
c dom, I. refer you to his Light, Grace, 
c Spirit, and Truth within you, and the Holy 
© Scriptures of Truth without you, which 
from my youth I loved to read, and were 
ever bleſſed to me, and which 1 charge you 
© to read daily; the Old Teſtament for 
c . hiſtory chiefly ; the Pſalms for meditation 
and devotion; the prophets for comfort 


« and hope; but eſpecially the New Teſta-  - 


ment for doQrine, faith, and worſhip for 
6 they were given forth by holy men of God 
in divers ages, as they were moved of the 
c Holy Spirit, and are the declared and re- 
© yealed mind and will of the Holy God to 
« mankind under divers diſpenſations; and 
they are certainly able to make the man of 
' © God perfect through faith unto falvation 
c being ſuch a true and clear teſtimony to 


3 . | the 


FR: 5 


che esd erz is of God Wage chut 
the ſecond Adam, the light of the world; 
the quickening Spirit, who is full of grace 
and truth, whoſe light, grace, ſpirit, and 
truth, bear witneſs to them in every ſen- 
ſible ſoul, as they frequently, plainly, and 


=D a a 6a: 


a 


grace, juſtification, redemption, and con- 
ſolation, and in all men to their viſitation, 
Cc. reproof, and cee in their eil 


© ways. | (+7 5 
After having directed en in W on | 


tial duties reſpecting their future welfare ac- 
_ cording to his beſt apprehenſions, and in ſuch. 
| prudentials as regarded their felicity and 
true honour in their journey through this 


life, I find his advice cloſed with the fol- 


lowing truly pathetic, nervous, and ſenti- 
mental expreſſions : I have chicken. to ſpeak _ 
in the language of the Scriptures,” which 
is that of the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of 


A A A A 


A 


preſs itſelf fitly to man's underſtanding : 
but yet that bleſſed principle, the Ehormal 
Word I begun with to you, and which 
is that Lacht, e Grace and Truth I 


ts 0 *. 26 Rave 


0 


A 


ſolemnly bear teſtimony to the light, ſpirit, 


Truth and Wiſdom, that wanted no art 
or direction of man to ſpeak by, and ex- 
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ds eee you to in all its holy aps 
< 'pearances or manifeſtations in yourſelves, 


aby which all things. were at firſt made, 


and man enlightened to falvation, is Py- 


© #hagoras's great Light and Salt of Ages, 


| © Anaxageres's divine Mind, Secrates's good 
Spirit, Timæus s unbegotten Principle, and 
Author of all Light, Hieron's God in Man, 


ciple of Truth, Zeno's Maker and Father 


who, as they thus ſtiled the Eternal Word, 


meſtic God, or God within, ſays Hieron, 
Pythagoras, Epictetus, and Seneca; Genius, 
Angel, or Guide, ſays Socrates and Timæus; 
the Light and Spirit of God, ſays Plato; 


* Ca) 8 as 


* the divine Principle | in man, ſays Plotin; 
« the divine Power and Reaſon, the infal- 


« |lible immortal Law in the minds of men, 
© fays Philo; and the Law and living Rule 


of the Mind, the interior Guide of the 


© Soul, and everlaſting Foundation of Virtue, 
* fays Plutarch. Thele were ſome of thoſe 


© virtuous Gentiles commended by the apoſtle 


* © Row. ll. 13, 14, 15. that tho they had not 


5 "© the- 


Plato's eternal, ineffable, and perfect Prin- 
of all, and Plotin's Root of the Soul; 


ſo for the appearance of it in man they 
wanted not very ſignificant words. A do- 
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the law 1 as the yore] had, 


with thoſe inſtrumental helps and advan- 


| ol tages, yet, doing by nature the things con- 


c tained 1 in the law, may pms a law unte 
„ Pings nog 


I believe I may ſafely ch: ho 1 


age BY: M 


to produce, throughout all his hiſtorical and 


philoſophical ' reſearches, ſentiments more 


generous and noble, : worthy of a great man; 
the ſcholar, the philoſopher, nay, the Divi- 


nity within man, 5 8 thei time of _ 
apoſtles. I p\ 
As thou ſeemeſt 6 think that the 1 


tions of the tertas they fo frequently make 


uſe of, viz. Spirit, inward Light, Grace, Cc. 


are not diſtinctly underſtood, or at leaſt clearly 


explained by them, I ſhall here inſert from 
Penn a definition of them: It is called 
Light, Fohn i. g. iii. 19, 20, 21. and viii. 


N 


12.—Epb. V. 8, 13. 14.—1 Te. v. 5.— 
1 Epiſt. of John i. 5, 6, 7.—Rev, xxi. 23. 


A 


it is alſo called the quickerimg Spirit, for 
ſo he is called, and the Lord from heaven, 
as 1 Cor. xv. 45, 47- who is galled, and 


* 


calls himſelf, the Light of the world, John 


6 viil, b 2, ORE gr is wy called the Spirit? 
+ 4150-4 © Becauſe 


becauſe it gives man a gb of his fin. And 
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© Becauſe wi gives man Grewal life. And 


John xvi. 8. Chriſt promiſed to ſend his 


Spirit to convince the world of their ſins. | 
© Wherefore that which convinces of fin, is 

© the Spirit of Chriſt. This holy divine 
< -principle i is called Grace too, 1 Tim. ii. 11, 
© 12, there you will ſee the nature and 
< office of it, and its bleſſed effects upon 
thoſe that were taught of it in the primitive 


days. It is called Grace, becauſe it is God's 


« bove, and not our deſert ; his good-wwill,”his 
* kindneſs. And he that is full of Grace is 
full of L;ght; and he thatis full of Light 
cis the guickening Spirit, that gives a mani- 
©. feſtation of his Spirit to every one to profit 


A og 1 Cor. Xi. 7. And he that is the 


© quickentng Spirit is the Truth; ſo called, 


1 "becauſe it tells man the truth of his ſpiri- 
„ tual ſtate. 80 that the Light, Sprrit, Grace 


© and Truth are not divers principles, but 


divers words or denominations given to 


One Eternal Power and Heavenly Principle 
in man, tho not f man, but of God; 
according to the manifeſtation or operation 
© thereof in the ſervants. of God. LIGHT 
© to diſcover and give diſcerning ; . SPIRIT to 


« born and enliven : GRACE, to wit, the 


© love. 


33 4 OS 
| 5 love of God: A. becauſe it tells men 85 
the truth f their condition, and redeems 

them from the errors of their ways; that 
* as darkneſs, death, fin, and error are the 
5 * ſame,: ſo Light, Spirit, Grace, and Truth 
« are the ſame.“ This, extract I haye made 
as. conciſe : asI well could, and 1 think. it con» 
veys a very. clear, expreſſive idea of the uſe 
of WA m i W to Dr. Form 


n 7 


5 « This ſect admit of no other crucifixion © 
£ « than that which is made in the human 
. ſoul. Nay, there are ſame. to be found, 
300 who convert the whole hiſtory, of. our 
40 Saviour, related i in the Evangeliſts, i into a 
« pure allegory, repreſenting the operations 
0 of che inward, Chriſt on our ſouls. 
ee evident (ſays Penn) to any mode- 
« rate enquirer, that we acknowledge, Chriſt 
in his double appearance; as in the Fe/b of 
of the ſeed of Abraham, ſo in the Spirit, 
es be is God over all bleſſed for ever. 
Wherein is a full confeſſion, both to him 
as a bleſſed Perſon, and as a divine Principle 
of Light and Life in the ſoul; the want 
of which neceſſary and evident diſtinction 
e occaſions our adverſaries frequent miſtakes 
be? > © © © about. 


I'm 


Cats 


plicatibn of the 


_ © Seriptures of Truth concerning! Chriſt in 


chat twofold capacity. Fot it is not ano- 
+ therthan that Eternal Word, Light, Power, 
'© Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, Which then 

* took fleſh, and appeared in that holy body, 
by whom they have received, or can re- 


debe, any true piritual benefit: they hold- 


+ 2 Light is valy from Him, Forgiveneſs 
through Him, and Sanctification only 

8 Him. 80 that Heir, aſcribing ſalvation 
5 from fin and death eternal to Him in this 
© ape, who now appears by his Holy Spirit 
to their fouls, as before expreſſed, cannot 
render Him no Saviour in that age, or 
* make void the end and benefit of his 


0 bleſſed appearance then- in the fleſh on 


| be earth, or his mediation now in glory, for 


© thoſe that believe in Him in this age; whoſe | 
< Jottrine + pierced, whoſe life 


x whoſe miracles aſtoniſhed, whoſe Hoon 8 


atoned, and whoſe death, reſurrection, and 
* aſcenſion, confirmed that bleſſed mani- 


* feftation to be no leſs than that of the 


Word God (the life and light of men) 


"© manifeſted in the fleſh, according to the 


0 1 8 ai * for the ſalvation of the world, 
. | © and 


1 1 


| a properly and truly was the 
© Son of man on earth, and is now as truly 
© the Son of man in glory, as the head of 
* our manhood; which ſhall alſo be glorified, 
if we now receive Him into our hearts, as 
the true Light that leads in the way of 
„ life eternal, and continue in well-doing Rn 
the end. Attempts to define the myſteries 
of the reſurrection and the Trinity have been 
the unprofitable employ of many of the 
ſchool-divines; but it is a matter of doubt 
with me, whether an inſtance can be pro- 
. duced of any one either among themſelves 
or the world having been bettered thereby. 
1 think a remark of the learned Dr, Taylor 
(perfectly agreeable with the opinions of the 
Quakers) upon the ſubject of the Trinity,“ 
may hold good in both, and is too well 
worth a place to be omitted here. It is as 
follows: * He that goes about to ſpeak of 
| C the myſterious Trinity, and does it by 
words and names of man's invention, and 
< by diſtinctions of the ſchools, if he only 
talk of eſſences and exiſtences, hypoſtaſes 
and perſonalities, diſtinctions without dif- 
ference, priority in co-equalities, and unity 
in pluralities, he may amuſe himſelf, and 
FCC 0 build 


7 
oo 


2 * 


f 36 


t build tabernacles in his | he and tall | 


_**fomething, but he knows not what. But . 


the good man, that feels the power of the 
c Father, and he to whom the Son is become 
© wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 
« redeimption, he in whoſe heart the love of 
the Spirit of God is ſpread ; this man, tho 
© he underſtands nothing of what is unin- 


30 telligible, yet he alone underſtands the 
8 muyſteriouſneſs of the Holy Trinity“ 


It may not in this place be altogether un- 
"vat of remark, that ſuch hath been the 


contradiction of the Quakers opponents, that 
we find them charged with atheiſm, deiſm, 
. enthuſiaſm, and fanaticiſm. Terms like theſe, 


ſo freely and fo indiſcriminately thrown out 


againſt them, would be leſs admirable, if 
they were confined amongſt the lower clafs 
.of mankind only ; who frequently uſe them 
as ſounding ſpiteful expreſſions, ' without 
having adequate ideas of their meaning: but 
when we find ſuch contradictions amongſt 


men of education, what an affront is it to the 
ſenſes of every man that reads with ideas 
ſufficient for comprehending the uſe of 
Words! An hiſtorian and philoſopher of the 
Aſt rank i in eſe kingdoms; repreſents the 


Quakers, 


3 Lots Mc Ix = 
Qua ers, in one e part of. his writings, 45 "be 


trayagant enthuſiaſts ; 7 in. another,” as fellow- 
believers with himſelf, 7. e. deiſts. No won- 


der then that they are fo much miſrepre- k 


| ſented by philoſophers abroad. 


While jeſuits, prieſts, ant paſtors o of other 


denominations, are ſtudying the learned lan- 
guages and the ancient fathers, interweaving, 
fubtilties with plain matters of fact, and diſ- 


puting about the ſolution of others no-wiſe 
eſſential to the bettering of mens ſituation 


here or hereafter ; while the politician and 
' Civilian are ſtudyin g Tacitus, Livy, 'Polybius; 
Rollin, Creviere, Hooſe, Macaulay, Hume, 
and Smollett ; Moſheim and Macklane for 
dignity and elegance in hiſtorical narration 
and painting of characters; Demoſthenes, 7 
crates, Cicero, and Cato for oratory; Cicero 


for elegance, and Plato for purity; Qintilian 


for grammar, and Grotius, Puffendorf, Ziegler, 
. Barbeyrac, and Vattel for the law of nature; 


Milton, Saumaiſe, Buchanan, Bucherius, Ray= 


noldus, Mariana, Santarellus, Scribonius, Locke, 


and Monteſquieu, &c. for other branches of | 


politics, c. while the phyſician is ſtudying 
Hippocrates, Celſus, Galen, Harvey, Syden- 
_, Boerbaave, Hoffman, Mead, Friend, 


7. an 87 SWieten, , Aſtruc, Haller, Lind, 
Lewis, 1 
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Zewis, Whytt, and Huxham, &c. and while 


the laſcivious man of pleaſure is cultivating : 
in the ſchool of Ovid the arts of eaſe, -ele- 
gance, and infinuation, ſo as to de able 
with tenderneſs to touch the ſofter paſſions | 
without ſhocking the underſtanding ; whilſt 
theſe, and many other favourite purſuits of 
men, engroſs nearly all their time that can 
be ſpared from buſineſs of abſolute neceſſity, | 


making them their firſt and chiefeſt good 
here 3. the honeſt, candid, Aae me A 18 


( ww + 4+ 


— © | his calling her e, and, like a — 


veteran in the cauſe of liberty, religion, and 
Vürtue, is meditating - upon the law. of the 


Lord in his own heart, according to the diſ- 
coyeries of that Spirit of Truth which was 
promiſed. as an inſtructor and guide to thoſe 
who. would in ſincerity and humility, ſeek . 
for.it-and be led by it; and; which they con- 

ſider, as a twofold evidence: of the truths of 

the Goſ pel- Hiſtory; the letter of the law: 


. Without, as an external eyidence,. correſpand- 
| ing with the convictions of, the Spirit of 
Truth (which firſt dictated that law), within 


them, in its operations upon their minds. 


For they ſay that reaſon is the giſt of God 


unto man, as a a and direction te him in 


this 


R 


Is. 


this world 3 hu the Old and New Teſta- 
ment contain a revelation of the will of God 
| unto man, through the influence of the Spirit 
of Truth which directed the penmen in the 
writing thereof; and that a ray of the fame 
Light or Spirit of Truth ſtill dwells within 
the true Chriſtian (without reſpect to deno- 
minations) as a witneſs to his mind of theſe 
truths, and a guide into all efſential truths ; 
| adthattheſe three evidences of the ſupreme 
Being, right reaſon, external revelation, and 
1 Spirit of Truth, or inward Witneſs, can- 
ot poſſibly in the nature of things be at all 
ea to each other, all ſpring ging | 
from one and the ſame unchangeable foun-. 
tain, — God himſelf. As an explanation 
of what I mean by the. term reaſon, I con- 
ceive it to be the mind's eye ; that faculty or 
power which diſcerns the fitneſs or. agree 


ableneſs of things material or ſpiritual to the- - 


| good of either body or mind, as well as the 
unfitneſs of other objects to that purpoſe. 


But this faculty, or power of perception, 
without light falling. upon. the object to be 
viewed, and reflected from thence upon the 


faculty, by which viſion is AY, would be 
2 uſeleſs. 


| But 
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But to proceed in the narration. They 


do not hold all public worſhip in con- 
tempt, tho they do not confine the exer- 


ciſe of it to any particular time or place, 
or have eſtabliſned minifters to celebrate it, 
The faithful then, who are led by the 

Divine Spirit, without any AiſtinQtions of 
ſex or age, may ſpeak in the public aſſem- 
blies. It is true, they have reſtrained: this 


permiſſion, originally univerfal, to thoſe 


who have given ſufficient proofs of their 
ſpiritual perſection. And tho' they have 
no miniſters called and ordained to this 
holy office, yet they have in their large 


aſſemblies ſome perſons appointed (in 


caſe no one ſhould happen to be inſpired) 
to propoſe ſome uſeful doctrine to the 


people, and to inſtruct them in their duty, 


fo that the aſſembly may not break up 
without having any. thing done.” This 


account I perceive is taken from the learned 
Chancellor Meſbeim; who, as I remember, 
(for I have not his work by me, nor any 
extracts from it) adds to the latter part of 


it, that the perſons appointed to officiate, 
0 here no one found themſelves inſpired, 
© had a ſmall ſtipend for ſo doing N08 that 


5 the 


PE 


the reaſon of this appointment was, the 


© Quakers were become aſhamed of their 


« ſilent meetings, and being ridiculed by 


* ſtrangers that came in among them to 
© make their obſervations” To the whole 
of which I thus reply. They are fo far 
from holding all public worſhip.in contempt, 
that they have in every place, where a ſuf- 


ficient number can be collected to ſupport b 


a meeting, public meeting-houſes for that 
ſervice ; wherein, as hath been obſerved, 
the faithful (i. e. ſuch as are approved of 
by the body) who find themſelves engaged 
in mind to adminiſter advice to the people 


in that ability that God giveth, and not of 


mere human acquirement, without reſpect 
to ſex or circumſtances, whether rich or 
poor, acquainted with human literature, or 
ſuch as do not ſo much as know what the 
term means, according to the meaſure of 
that ſpiritual gift they may be endowed with, 
adminiſter to the people, and that without 
an eye to any fee or reward whatſoever, but 
what ariſes from an honeſt conſcientious diſ- 
charge of duty. For they believe that thoſe 
who preach the Goſpel ſhould. be ſuch as 
have experienced a redemption from the fins 
G and 


— 


my 


1 * 


ofliitons of this 1 dez h tlie 
185 of God in Jeſus Chriſt; and as 8 
Wjourning' towards a more holy and happy 
habitation, their eye ſhould be fingly'to the 
| honour of the Juſt Recompenſer of rewards 
there; that liicrative views here below ſhould 
make no part of their inducement to engage 
in his ſervice; and that purity of heart, and 
8 humility of mind, are far mote eſſential 
dali ache for that holy office, than the 
higheſt attainmefits in point of human lite- 
rature, or the moſt extenſive acquaintance 
with arts and Kiences. For as one of * 


entre concur” with , Wilde 19% 
37 717 7 f 28 Ar N 
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A wits a Feather, and a chief 's rod; 
„ d mains the A 1 meats s 
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with” a ſtriking inſtance how far the culti- 
vating of that Divine Grace, which gives 
true peace and ſerenity to the mind, is to be 
preferred to all human arts and ſciences 
* to be attained wy the greateſt maſters 
thereof; 


| | 1 The ect Sying 6f FI Ou, 
_ whole character is fo well known and juſtly 
a a dmired by Dr. Formey, furniſhes us alſo 
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fl 
thereof; among whom perhaps the world 
hath known few, if any one, greater | than 
himſelf, particularly in the civil law; vis. 
481 would give all my learning and honour 
© for the plain integrity of Jean Urict, who 
was! a religious, poor, ſincere, honeſt man! | 
And again, that he had conſumed his life 
FF in laboriouſly doing nothing : : which fay- 
ing needs no comment from my pen. 8 
As to womens preaching, they believe it 
to be in the Divine Will, as allo a practice 
of the primitive times, as appears by the 
advice of the apoſtle, 1 Cor. xi. 5˙ where he 
_ faith, '« Every woman that prayeth or pro- 
. « phefieth with her head uncovered, diſho- 
noureth her head. In which Epiſtle alſo 
he gives directions to the women how to 
behave themſelves when they propheſied; 
and what he x means by propheſying, he him 
ſelf explains in the ſame Epiſtle, where he 
faith, 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 4. He that propheſieth, 
1 ſpeaketh unto men to edification, and ex- 
hortation, and comfort; and he that pro- 
pheſieth edißeth the church.“ And they 
cannot conceive that this differs at all from 
preaching. I doubt not but Dr. Formey will 
neo. it was a very prudent precaution for 
G2 guarding 
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guarding againſt the extravagancie of 665 


fon, that thoſe who appeared in a public 


character to exhort and adviſe others, ſhould 


give ſatisfaction to the members of the ſame 
community of the propriety of their miſſion. 


For tho I do by no means admit the juſtneſ 


of the remark, with reſpect to the Quakers 
in general, which thou art pleaſed to make 


under the heads of the 13th article, That 


« they ſuffered their imaginations to be too 
te eaſily heated; and themſelves to be too 
ce eaſily governed by its workings ; too rea- 
« dily believing what they deſired, they 
« perſuaded themſelves that they were in- 

et ſpired by the Holy Spirit, whereby they 
gave themſelves up to the diftates of a 


e deluded mind ;” I ſay, tho' I do not be- 


lieve this to be juſtly applicable to the 
Quakers as a diſtinct body of people, yet, 


beyond all diſpute, it has been very much 


the caſe with many pretenders to immediate 
revelation : but the abuſe of any thing is no 
argument againſt the uſe. And tho' it is 
not impoſſible, nor improbable, that there 
may have been ſuch characters amongſt 
them, and perhaps {till are, yet it muſt be 
„ in juſtice to them, that they 


have 


L 45 ] 
have all along, from their firſt formation 
into a religious ſociety, taken all the pru- 
dential cautions that can reaſonably be ex- 
pected from the wiſdom of any collective 
body of people, to guard againſt and diſ- 


countenance all ſuch chimerical appearances 


amongſt them. As ſome few inſtances of 
which care, I ſhall give the following ex- 

tracts taken from their yearly meeting epiſ- 
tles, which contain the advices of the heads 
of the. ſociety to the members thereof i in 
general; VIZ, 9858 | 

Friends ſhould be aware of ſuch, and 
E give no encouragement nor countenance 
to them, who go rambling idly up and 


« down the countries, under pretence of 


« preaching truth, who are out of the unity 
of friends in their own country; whoſe 
* converſations and examples are not ſavoury 
as becomes the truth. Friends adviſed 
© to warn them to return, and ſettle in their 


© places and honeſt employments, and ſeek 


unity with their own meetings. 

© It is recommended that all miniſters, 
8 travelling 1 in the work thereof, do take cer- 
« tificates from the meetings they belong to 
$ of the unity of their friends with them.” 
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It is adviſed that the meetings wheres 


c 


40 


5 


unto any young miniſtering friends belong, 
do watch over ſuch, to ſee that they walk 
humbly and wiſely, that as, on one hand, 
nothing truly tending to the glory of God, 
and edification of his church, may be diſ- 
couraged, ſo, on the other hand, where 
any thing appears which may make advice 
neceſſary. that the elders and miniſters do, 


in the wiſdom of God, give their advice 


thereupon, with due regard to the ſtate of 
weakneſs and childhood ſuch may be 
under. 


1 That miniſters and 2 in preaching 


and writing, &c. about the things of God, 


keep to the form of found | words 1 in r 


ture terms. 

We earneſtly caution and intreat all den 
as find themſelves concerned to exhort and 
admoniſh others, that they themſelves be 
eſpecially careful of their own conduct; 
that by circumſpect walking in all holinck 


of life and converſation, they may become 


living examples of the purity and excel- 
lence of the advices they recommend. 
And as to ſuch whom God, having 


endued with knowledge and experience 


Of 


27 ] 
© of the 8 operations of his Spirit 
c hath concerned to miniſter | unto others, 
let them adorn the doctrine of the Goſpel, 
by ſhewing, out of a good converſation, 
< their works with meekneſs of wiſdom . 
© Such as theſe, being clothed with humility, 


and exemplary to the flock, are worthy of 


< double honour, and to be highly n 
in the church of Chriſt. 

Although the labours of une 8 
mare highly ſerviceable in the church, and 
the feet of thoſe Who publiſh the glad 
© tidings of ſalvation exceeding beautiful, 
yet the aim and deſign of every true 
Goſpel miniſter is to direct the minds of 
all to the divine teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, and to have their whole truſt and 
expectation on the Lord alone. When 


W a 


any part of that dependence is broken off 


from Him, and placed on any inſtrument, 

© it becomes a weight and burthen to ſuch, 

and an impediment to its ſervice,” 

So much from their epiſtles of advice re- 
lative to their miniſters, in which 1 confeſs 


I cannot ſee any thing inconſiſtent with good 


ſenſe, however it may be with what is called 


philoſophy ; ; but when I read of the boldneſs 


of 


\ 
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1 
of their firſt champion A 3 in de- 
claring what he believed to be the truth, 
I cannot admire at the harſh epithets which 
the high prieſts and lordly profeſſors of thoſe 
times beſtowed upon him. In his Journal 
we find, that there always ſubſiſted a kind 
of a civil war between them; tho' ſome of 
the moderate and ſober: part of the clerical 
order behaved with great civility and kind- 
neſs towards him. In one of the diſputes 
he had with the firſt-mentioned claſs, he 
fays the prieſts called him to come to argu- 
ment, and he told them that he denied their 
voices, for they were © the voices of hire- 
lings and ſtrangers : they cried, Prove it, 
prove it. I directed them (ſays he) to the 
. oth of % ahn, where they might ſee what 
« Chriſt ſaid of ſuch.” He declared, that 
He was * the true ſhepherd that laid down 
© -his life for his ſheep ; and his ſheep heard 
© his voice, and followed him; but the 
« hireling would fly when the wolf came, 
* becauſe he was an hiteling.. Then the 
prieſts interrupted him ; but he told the 
audience, that if they would attend, he 
would ſhew them by the Scriptures why he 
denied thoſe eight progits (for that was the 


number 


. 
number he was then in diſpute with) that 
ſtood before him, and all the hireling teach- 
ers of the world whatſoever; whereupon 
both prieſts and people conſented. Then 
I ſhewed them (continues he) out of Iſaiab, 
© Yeremiah, Ezekiel, Micah, Malachi, and 

_ © other prophets, that they were in the ſteps 
© of ſuch as God ſent his true prophets to 
« cry againſt ; for, ſaid I, you are ſuch as 
the prophet Jeremab cried againſt, ch. v. 
© when he faid, © The prophets propheſy 
« falſely, and the prieſts bear rule by their 
means. © You are ſuch as uſed their 
* tongues, and ſaid, Thus faith the Lord, 
© when the Lord never ſpoke to them; ſuch. 
© as followed their own ſpirits, and ſaw 
nothing, but ſpoke a divination of their 
* own brain, and by their lies and their: 
© lightneſs cauſed the people to err. Ter. 
xiv. Lou are ſuch as they were that 
«* ſought their gain from their quarter, that 
were as greedy dumb dogs, that could 
never have enough, whom the Lord 
* ſent his prophet Jſaiab to cry againſt, Ja. 
Ivi. , Lou are ſuch as they were who 
; tnvohi for handfuls of barley and pieces 
of bread, who ſewed pillows under peoples 
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arm-holes, that they might lie ſoft in their 


* fins,” Ezek. xi. Tou are ſuch as they 
* who © taught for the fleece and the wool, 


and made a prey of the people, Ege. 


xxxiv. But the Lord is gathering his 
* ſheep from your mouths, and from your 
© barren mountain, and is bringing them to 
* Chriſt, the One Shepherd, whom he hath 
* ſet over his flock, as by his prophet Ezekiel 
© he then declared he would do. You are 
«* ſuch as thoſe that divined for money, 
and preached for hire; and if a man did 
© not put into their mouths, they prepared 
war againſt him, as the prophet Micah 


* complained,” chap. iii. Thus I went 


© through the prophets, too largely to be 


here repeated. Then coming to the New 
Teſtament, I ſhewed from thence that 
they were like the chief prieſts, ſcribes, 
and - phariſees, whom Chriſt 'cried woe 
* apainſt, Marth. xxiii. And that they were 
ſuch falſe apoſtles as the true apoſtles cried 
againſt ; ſuch as taught for filthy lucre; 


+ ſuch antichriſts and deceivers as they cried 


againſt, that minded earthly things, and 

ſerved not the Lord Jeſus Chrift, but 

their own bellies :' (For they that ſerved 
« Chriſt 


c 
c 


& 


— 
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Chriſt gave freely, and preached freely, as 
he commanded them ; but they that will 


not preach without hire, tithes, or outward 
means, ſerve their own bellies, and not 
© Chriſt; and through the good words of 


the Scriptures, and feigned words of their 
own, they made merchandize of the people 


then, as (ſaid I) ye now do.—When I 1 


had largely quoted the Scriptures, and 


ſhewn them wherein they were like the 


Phariſees, loving to be called of men 
Maſters, to go in long robes, to ſtand 


praying in the ſynagogues, to have the 


uppermoſt rooms at feaſts, and the like; 
and when I had thrown them out in the 
ſight of the people amongſt the falſe pro- 


© phets, deceivers, Scribes, and ' Phariſees, 
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and ſhewn-at large how ſuch as they were 


judged and condemned by the true pro- 


phets, Chrift and the Apoſtles, I ditected 


them to the Light of Jeſus, who enlight- 
ens every man that cometh into the world, 
that by it they might ſee whether theſe 


things were not true as had been ſpoken.” 


_ » So much from George Fox; which I doubt 


not will be thought very ungenteel treatment 
of the prieſts; for it is a holding maxim 
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with the world, that the truth is not to be 
told at all times: but allowances muſt be 
made for the difference of mens education. 
Honeſt man ! it was his way. Dr. Formey, 

1 ſuppoſe, may know, that in England, as 
well as in ſome other parts, they are by many 
accounted the wiſeſt men of this claſs, who 
beſt underſtand. the arts of inſinuation, and 
the practice of ſervile complaiſance ; as theſe 
A generally ſpeaking) are well known to be 
the high roads to lucrative - preferments, 
which are attractions too powerful for wiſe 
men like them to reſiſt. However, I hope 
this will not he taken (I am ſure it is not 
intended) as a reflection upon the clergy in 
general, either in England or abroad. I am 
very well aſſured there are many very worthy 
and amiable characters among them; men 
of deep learning, true piety, and extenſive 
charity, whoſe moderation ſhines, and ſends 
forth a ſweet favour, highly worthy of imi- 
tation; to whom I wiſh an increaſe of num- 
bers. Some ſuch no doubt there were in 
George Fax's time; but his variance with the 
other claſs was, as appears to me, the true 
reaſon of his being ſo opprobriouſly diſtin- 
guiſhed with the epithets of turbulent, fa- 


$5326 natic, 


1-8-3 
natic, madman, &c. for what terms could 
be even harſh enough for the would-ſeem 
orthodox of thoſe days to beſtow. * ſo 
W an heretic ? 

As to the relation of the Quakers having 
ſome perſon appointed to officiate, -in pro- 
poſing fome uſeful doctrine to the people, 
where no one of the aſſembly found them- 
ſelves inſpired or concerned, that the meeting 
might not break up without any thing being 
done, I cannot but admire from what pure 
ſource the learned Chancellor Moſhe:m drew 
this account! as I remember he does not 
give his authorities: but this I can aſſure 
Dr. Formey, that however ſerupulous he 
might be with reſpect to relating matters of 
fact, and howeyer well convinced of the 
propriety of this, that concerning the ap- 
pointment he mentions, the Quakers are 
entirely indebted to the Chancellor for all 
they ever heard about it; no ſuch inſtitution 
having ever found a place within their ſo- 
ciety ; conſequently the ſtipend annexed to 
the appointment muſt be altogether as 
groundleſs : nor is it leſs ſo that they were, 
or are, become aſhamed of their filent meet- 
ings, which is aſſerted to have been the 
5 motive 


CY 1). 
** that led them to the zation of 
ſuch an officer n chem. 
may be pleaſed to view: oaks Quakers, there 
are in that body of people thoſe, whoſe prin- 
ciples, 1 truſt, are founded upon a more ſolid 
baſis, than that of popular approbation z and 
though; from the little ſhew they make of 
external religion, they may ſometimes excite 
the laughter and contempt of ſuch light and 
airy minds as poſſeſs no ſolid principles of 
internal religion, yet that is to them rather 
cauſe of forrow and pity towards ſuch un- 
happy ſuperficialiſts, than any occaſion of 
| ſhame to themſelves; for ſhame muſt ſurely | 
ariſe from a ſenſe of fin, or conviction of 
ſome glaring impropriety of conduct; neither 
of which is in any-wife the caſe with the 
ſenſible part of this ſociety in reſpect to their 
filent meetings, which they look upon as the 
moſt rational way (where no inftrument is 
truly concerned to adminiſter to them) of 
performing acceptable worſhip to the Father 
of Spirits, and Searcher of Hearts, with 
whom ſincerity and truth in devotion is alone 
* 


This 


8 

This people are pretty generally repre- 
ſented too as deſpiſers of human literature, 
the arts and ſciences (tho this is by no means 
chargeable upon Dr. Formey's repreſentation) 
but the truth is, they condemn no. uſeful 
acquirements whatever, but only the abuſe 
of human. literature, when the abſolute ne- 
_ Ceſſity of it is pleaded as a qualification for a 
Goſpel-miniſtry ; and it is ſuffered to attract 
the attention of the mind ſo much, as to 
become as it were an idol, that runs away 
with the affections from their true center; 
which ſhould be in that Being by whoſe. 

permiſſion they exiſt, and enjoy every thing 
they are here poſſeſſed of; and whoſe ſervice 
ought to be their primary object.” Next to 
this duty, they eſteem it one of the greateſt 
ornaments of our nature; and thoſe who 
are beſt acquainted with the writings of the 
advocates for Quakeriſm, muſt acknowledge 
that there have been amongſt them men of 
great literary abilities; ſuch were Robert Bar- 
clay, William Penn, Iſaac Penington, Samuel 
Fiſher, William Sewel, Fofiah Martin, Foſeph 
Beſſe, Alexander Arſcot, Richard Claridge, 
Anthony Pearſon, Thomas Story, Thomas Ell. 
wood, Daniel Re &c. And ſome of the 


earlieſt 


1 
earlieſt and principal promulgators of their 
doctrines, viz. George Fox the elder, George 
Fox the younger (fo diſtinguiſhed, tho I 

believe not related to each other) William 

Dewſbury, Edward Burrough, Thomas T. aylor, 

Thomas Lawſon, Stephen Criſp, William Ames, 
Fofiab Cole, William Caton, ohn Audland, 
Fohn Bocket, R. Hubberthorn, James Parnel, . 
Fohn Crook, G. Barnardiſton, Fobm Stubbs, 

Francis Howgil, George Whitehead, William 
Baily, Dr. Thomas Lower, William Mead, 
Charles Marſhall, Richard Farnſworth, Thomas 
Adam, John Camm, Thomas Holmes, Hugh- 
 Turford, John Tomkins, Alexander Parker, 
William Simpſon, Robert Withers, Thomas- 
Low, Jebn Burnyeat, Robert Lodge, Thomas 
Salthouſe, William Shewin, Benjamin Lindley, 
Joſeph Pike, F. Wyeth, and Samuel Criſp, &c. 
&c. were perhaps men of as unexceptionable 
characters, as moraliſts and chriſtians, as the 
propagators of the principles of any ſociety 
of men whatſoever. Part of them were 
writers, part preachers, part of them engaged 
in both ſervices, and that without the bias 
of lucre to actuate them to their ſeveral un- 
dertakings ; all of them, fo far as I could 
ever learn, were men of ſound underſtand- 

ing, 


7 


1 


og, many of them of very liberal fortutith 
and educations; and as they have long left 


the ſtage of this world, I doubt not but they 
are now in the enjoyment of the juſt recome 


| pence of their labours. T 


However unexceptionable the charatun 


of the promulgators of their doctrines may 
have been, the Quakers have, and I believe 
will for the preſent, meet with the fate that 
almoſt all reformers both in religion and 
ſcience have done, f. e. that of being tra- 
duced and miſrepreſented through prejudice 


and ignorance; but if I were to venture td 
conjecture what will happen in any future 


diſtant period of time, when thoſe clouds 
upon mens underſtandings may be diſperſed, 


I ſhould almoſt be bold to aſſert, that their 
memories will then be contemplated with 


that pleaſure and reſpect, which never fails 
to glow in a'truly ingenuous breaſt towards 
thoſe who have been the patterns and pro- 
moters of thoſe amiable virtues that contri- 


bute to the honour, felicity, and ſafety of 
matikind' here, and their happineſs time 


without end hereafter. And tho' it be true 


that there is a declenfion at preſent 1 in the 


number of their profeſſed adherents, yet I 
| 1 > 


+ | 


„ 
am of opinion that there is a much greatei 
Increaſe of their admirers 5 and upon taking 
a review of the characters of thoſe who have 
deſerted from them, I cannot perſuade 
. myſelf that there is one of them who 2 
bonour to any other religious ſociety. 89 
egregious a trifle as a laced coat and 3 
added to an unreſerved compliance with the 
ever-changing 1 modes of the times, have been 
the attractions of one part; an entire attach- 
ment to the golden idol of this world, and 
the policy. requiſite for the attainment of it, 
has. been the loſs of a ſecond claſs; and mar- 
riage connections of a third: in which three, 
many perſons of education and underſtand- 
ing have departed from all communion with 
them: and a ſtill greater number than any 
one of theſe, by degenerating into profligacy, 
and forſaking almoſt every worthy principle 
either divine or human, notwithſtanding all 
the care that eould be taken for their preſer- 
vation. Theſe laſt unhappy beings have, 
pretty univerſally met with the melancholy 
fate of moſt. other bold inliſters into the, 
flavery of their grand adverſary ruin here; 
and it is greatly to be feared have miſſed of 
arrivin "g, fate at that haven of undecaying. 
felicity, 


1 


felicity, into which piety and virtue i 
indiſpenſible paſſports: but not one inſtance 
do I know of, wherein a loſs has been ſuſ- 
tained! through the conviction of a ſound}; 
humble, and diſpaſſionate mind concerning 
the impropriety of their docttines. th 
I have taken notice of ſuch things in 7 
repreſentation of the Quakers,” as, upon my 
reading over thy works, I noted down for 
correction reſpecting them. Tho reſt of thy 
narration, I believe, ſtands nearly or quite 
right. Moſbeim, from whom thou draweſt 
thy account principally, I think diſplays a 
great knowledge of the names of the works 
that have been written on both ſides the 
| queſtion for and againſt the Quakers; but 
tho I cannot agree with him in judgment, 
4 nevertheleſs conſider him as one of the 
\greateſt literary ornaments 'of this century. 
If I remember right, his chief omiſſions in 
the caſe before me are, his not informing 
his r readers that the extravagancies he relates 
concerning; Nayler were diſapproved of by 
his friends; and his not taking notice of 
Joſſab Martin's letter to Voltaire, hen he 
had, on the other hand, made mention of 
the latter's letters upon the Engliſb nation, 
12 wherein, 
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wherein the Quakers are groſsly miſreptge 
ſented, It is true, he rather treats Voltaire 
with that contempt ſo ſuperficial, a writer 
deſerves, who ſuffers his volatility to run 
away with his reaſon, as the ſpeciouſneſs of 

is language does too frequently, with that 

| of bis reader. His little regard to truth, 
together with his genteel licentious notions, 
are; it muſt be owned, admirably well cal. 
culated to ſuit the taſte of a pretty ſpecies of 
triflers, uſually denominated (by a perverſion 
of the uſe of words) polite gentlemen and 
fine ladies; with whom all the beauties of 
an author conſiſt in his powers of invention 


_, 40 rale their laughter ; no matter how ab- 


ſurd or contemptible in itſelf the ſubject be 
Which excites it, provided the inventor do 
but make. it appear, that he is (according to 
their happy way of expreſſing it) a funny 
cleyer fellow; and with this claſs I think 
Paltaire EN Oe in * _— 
eſtimation. rely 
As I have ſpun my matter out ach bes 
yond my intention, I ſhall omit the ſenti 
ments and collected teſtimonies of one of 
the moſt ſolid and rational divines and phi- 
Warden of theſe latter ages, in defence of 
pts © | that 


- 


1 © 
that omg pure Light and Principle, cons © 
ſidered as the fundamental diſtinguiſhin 
characteriſtic of Quakeriim, i. e. Jabn Smith's, 
Fellow of Queen s College, Cambridge, and 
the great ornament thereof, as well as ho- 
nour to this nation, in his ſelect diſcoutſes 
| ficlt publiſhed in 1660. I have the paſſages 

for my purpoſe collected; but Ty are ſo 
numerous, {trong, and ſentimental, that I 
muſt beg leave to refer to the work itſelf, 
not doubting but you have it in your aca- 
demy at Berlin; for to do the writers me- 
mory juſtice in my citations of his works, 
would be to write as much more. as hath 
already tired the hand that guides my pen; 
and I have already 1 hope ſaid enough to 
correct the miſtakes chat firſt e my 
taking it up- 

Be pleaſed to 90995 to the ingenious 
maſter of your Royal Academy, the Marquis 
4 Argens, that his portraits of the Quakers 
are ſo unlike the life, that if it was not for 
his expreſs mention of them by name, his 
deſcriptions would hardly be known as an 
intended repreſentation of them, by any per- 
ſons that are acquainted with them. I hope 
if ever he ſits down to oonect his Jewiſb Spy, 


and 


—_— 
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and other writings, that have been fo long 
the favourite. amuſement of the world, it he 
 #hinks it will not leſſen his reputation with 
| his readers, that he will place in his liſt of 
emendations ſuch a change in the dre and 
painting of his former portraits, that they 
may be known by the juſtneſs of their fea- 
«tures, and the truth of the ſtory wanne to 
them. 4 | 
Before I Slade, I would 1 a f in 
4 general I have as mean an opinion of 
the pretended miracles (in which J include 
the pretended gift of foreſight of what will 
happen) of theſe latter ages, as alſo of moſt 
of thoſe that have been [pretended to ſince 
the times of the apoſtles, as Dr. For mey, 
Dr. Middleton, or moſt other free enquirers. 
into them, at leaſt ſuch as J have ſen; | 
being of opinion that they have moſtly heen 
conceived through ſuperſtition, and owe their 
credit to. the credulity of the times. But, 
. alas! what ſhall we lay, or how ſhall we 
account for the ſtrong prepoſſeſſion of mens 
minds in favour of any generally received 
belief? Every age from Moſes's time has 
believed in the powers of witchcraft being 
poſſeſſed by old women; ut the wiſdom 
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of the preſent more diſcerning age ſeems to 
have exploded it; indeed in this country 


there is an act of parliament made for the 


repeal of all former laws founded upon 
the ſuppoſition of its real exiſtence. Suc- 
ceeding ages moſt likely will ridicule their 
forefathers for their credulity, in ſo long 
harbouring ſuch chimeras within their brain; 
yet inſtances often occur wherein we ſee 
mens, ſenſes. bewitched till, I think we 
may, as reaſonable beings, be more juſtly 
diſpleaſed with ourſelves for the difference 
we find in our own opinions in the courſe: 
of a ſhort life, than with another man, or 
ſet of men, becauſe he or they do not agree 
in judgment concerning things relative either 
to this world or the next with ourſelves ; 
eſpecially ſo, where no poſſible injury can 
ariſe to the one party from the difference of. 
the other, either here or hereafter: where 
cool diſpaſſionate reaſoning cannot reconcile, 
them, it highly becomes the wiſdom of the 

; legiſlative power in every country, while they 
continue good ſubjects, to take care that 
neither be poſſeſſed of power to do the other 
any harm; otherwiſe, ſuch is the operation 
of the love ye: charity of bigotted zealots 
| f towards 
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magazines of literary worth that I know for 
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towards each other, that thoſe in power 
would exerciſe it to the ruining of- thoſe 
that were out; and thereby cut the very 
ſinews of induſtry, fincerity; and every thing 
that contributes to the proſperity and ſafety 
of a ſtate, as 1s evident throughout the whole 
hiſtory of this world; ſo far as we are ac 
quainted with it. IT 

I would, on the one hatid, abend 
Dr. Formey's remarks, which I have laſt cited; 
together with a chapter“ wrote by that great 
ornament of human nature John Locke, in 
his Eſſay upon Human Underſtanding, to the 
reading and conſideration of every Quaker 
as indeed I would all Loches works, together 
with his diſciple James Burgh's Dignity of 
Human Nature, to the library of every per- 
ſon without exception, as ſome of the beſt 


thoſe that read with attention, and obſerve 
properly the connection of the facts they | 
pretend to teach as truths, and are capable 
of forming a judgment whether they are 
truths or not: for otherwiſe, all reading is 
but a perplexing the underſtanding, inſtead 
my e en ed it, and at beſt a trifling amuſe- 


* Upon Enthuſiaſm, et 
ment; 


„ 
ment. On the.other hand, I would recom- 
mend Barclay s Apology to every perſon that 
takes upon him or themſelves to write or 
judge of the Quakers, that they may con- 
ſidet their arguments before they proceed to. 


paſs cenſure concerning them; for mẽt̃᷑ cen- 


ſure, unſupported by the evidence of facts, 
betrays a weak, illiberal, prehudicedd, or baſe | 
mind. 8 

To conclude : As 1 found it pe to 
confine my anſwer within the bounds I had 
in my mind preſcribed to the undertaking, 


when I firſt fat 'down to it, (i. e. within the. 


compaſs of a ſingle ſheet, addreſſed as a pri- 
vate letter) and conſidering that it was of a 

public nature, I have taken no ſmall liberty 
in ſpinning: out my matter to. make it ſuch a 
ſized. pamphlet as might be worth putting 


to the preſs. If Dr. Formey, or any other 


reader, ſhould charge me with prolixity, A 
am ſenſible it will not be without juſtice, 
and therefore ſhall "plead guilty ; but the. 
ſentence muſt be left to the candour of my. 
judges: I will only ſay I ſhall be very ſorry, 
by any thing I have related, to be found to. 
merit: the epithet of a fanatic or madman. 
bes been my endeavour throughout the. 

ante K Aba 


. 
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Whole to give reaſon proper weight, and to 
preſerve her in the true center of unbiaſſed 
judgment. I have alſo (to uſe Dr. Moſbeims 
expreſſions) drawn my materials from the 
fountain-head, by going to thoſe genuine 
ſources from whence pure and uncorrupted 
ſtreams of evidence flow. However, I know 
Jam very fallible, and may poſſibly have 
made, even from thence, an injudicious 
ſelection; for authorſhip is not my trade. 
Reading of books, and writing remarks 
thereupon, only employs that portion of 
time called leiſure hours, which might be 
otherwiſe more unprofitably ſpent. We 

_ ourſelves are the laſt to ſee our numerous 
deficiencies, nature having implanted in every 
breaſt ſomething more than common eſteem 
for that which is of its own production, which 
- oftentimes draws a veil over the eye of the 
underſtanding : to this cauſe, very likely, 

y be owing defects in every line, where 
en blindneſs, fondly fancy I ſee 
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beauties ; ſuch at leaſt as ariſe from an honeſt 
intention of repreſenting facts in their true 
colours. Such as they are, I ſtand alone 
anſwerable for them, as I diſclaim all attach- 
ments to parties, or perſons, or influence, 

contrary 


a © a | | : : g 

. 
contrary to my own judgment of men and 
things. Vet perſuaded, from a ſenſe of my 
own frailty, of its imperfections, I ſhall, 
with all becoming humility, receive the.cor- 
rections of any one that may offer them; 


ever conſidering juſt reproof as profitable for 


inſtruction, and prudent admonition as the 

mark of unſophiſticated friendſhip. With 

this aſſurance I bid thee adieu, and ſubſcribe 
_ myſelf with ſincerity, and all due reſpect, 


Thy well-wiſhing friend, 
London, 
x 5th of the gth Mo. 
Sept. 1766. 
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FOWEVER immethodical it may ſeem 

to annex ſuch long extracts as the fol- 
lowing to a performance of this kind (eſpe> 
cially that from the poern, which ſeems to 
dars little or no connection with it) yet 
being perſuaded that the juſt and beautiful 


ſentiments they convey 0 the mind cannot 
but be agreeable to every judicious reader, 
and abundantly compenſate him for the time 
he may beſtow on the peruſal of them, 1 
ſhall offer no further apology for giving 


them a place where they ſtand. 


0 CHRISTIAN unity, and eccleſiaſtical 
E uniformity, are two things. The 
© fuſt is converſant about the Inward, Sub- 


. ſtantial,. d Vital Parts of Chriſtianity, 


* things effential to a Chriſtian as ſuch. The 
| latter ef circumſtantial matters, points 
of mere ceremony and form; things no 
a more eſſential to a A as a Chriſtian, 

than 
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© than his W MA motion, or 
© dreſs, are neceſlary to 

one of the human kin I. 

© we have acceſs by One Spirit to the Father, 

« Epbeſ. ii, 18. Thus does, an inſpired 

* apoſtle expreſs the common privilege = 
all true Chriſtians, and exhibit the grand 

point in which all the great lines of true 
*- Chriſtianity, Faith; and Worſhip, unite, as 


their common centre. They who worſhip ; 


; 18 being 2. Man, o 
Through Chriſt, 


« the Father through the Son, as the only 


Mediator, and by the Spirit, with humble 
© reliance on his gracious aids (ſengble that 


< they in themſefves are unworthy to, be ac- 
:  cepted, and of themſelves are unable to per- 


© form their duty 1 in an acceptable manner) 


© unite in the main eſſentials of the Chriſtian 

« profeſſion and worſhip, how much ſoever 
they be in other reſpects divided.” A very 
ſenſible anonymous writer of a treatiſe on 
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Ar L 9 . which ne about we ſee, 
We ſeek to know, and have er Fnagys vis 2 e 


But that whereby we reaſon; live, and bes e 
Within en we n Th: theres, LY 
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We ſeek to know 2 moving of each oberg: | 
And the ſtrange cauſe ' th ebbs:and/flogds of Aly” 

But of that clock which in ur breaſts „ 0 
The ſubtile motions e e While. 

We that a fig with: ev Ty zone, . 
And paſs the. tropicks, and behold each pole; 

When we come home, are to ourſelves eee A 
And room 8 un our RY us 

We ſtudy ack Ke MN we e perſuade; : 
We leech-craft learn, but others cute with it; 

W' interpret laws which other men have nad, 
But read not thoſe W in . S! 
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Is it becauſe the mind is like the eye, 
Thro' which it gathers knowledge by degrees; r 

Whoſe rays reflect not, but ſpread ouwardl, ö 
Not —_ itſelf, when other Wr it fees? N e A 

And while the face of outward ching we find 
Pleaſing and fair, agrecable and ſweet, 

Theſe things tranſport and carry out the mind, 


That with Herſelf the mind can never meet. 
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